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Marvin Melville
2816 Etienne Way
Sandy, Utah 84093-1115

Subject: Ouestions Regardine Activity at the Alta Helena Mine. Marvin Melville. Alta Helena
Mine. Assigned S035O03Slunpermitted). Salt Lake County. Utah

Dear Mr.

On June 29,2007, Division representatives Paul Baker and Daron Haddock,
accompanied by Laura Mclndoe from the Town of Alta and Jim Allen and Liana Gregory from
the Utah Attorney General's office, inspected the Alta Helena Mine. A copy of the inspection
report is enclosed.

The Division's primary purpose was to ascertain, if possible, whether this site should be
permitted under the Utah Mined Land Reclamation Act and associated rules, but our
observations were inconclusive in this regard. Other than the obvious construction of a structure
in front of the historic mine opening, we could not tell what activities are occurring at this site
and whether they fall within the definition of "mining operations" in the R647 rules.

"Mining operations" in R647-1-106 as

. . . those activities conducted on the surface of the land for the exploration for, development of,
or extraction of a mineral deposit, including, but not limited to, surface mining and the surface
effects of underground and in situ mining; on-site transportation, concentrating, milling,
evaporation, and other primary processing. "Mining operation" does not include: the
extraction of sand, gravel, and rock aggregate;the extraction of oil and gas; the extraction of
geothermal steam; smelting or refining operations; off-site operations and transportation;
reconnaissance activities; or activities which will not cause significant surface resource
disturbance and do not involve the use of mechanized earth-moving equipment, such as

bulldozers or backhoes.

Please note that a "mineral deposit" as used in this rule includes material that is extracted by
underground mining methods for underground storage.
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If you are conducting mining operations at the Alta Helena Mine, you are required to

submit, as appropriate, a Notice of Intention to Conduct Exploration Operations or a Notice of
Intention to Commence Small or Large Mining Operations. Forms to assist you in filing the

required information are available on the Division's web site at www.oem.utah.gov.

Whether or not you feel you are conducting mining operations, please inform the Division
what activities are occurring at this site.

If you have questions or need further information regarding this letter, please call me at

801-538-5325 or Paul Baker at 801-538-5261. Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

in rl -7/lU;e
Daron R. Haddock
Permit Supervisor
Minerals Regulatory Program
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Enclosure: Inspection Report with Photos and GPS Map
cc: Laura Mclndoe, Alta Town

Jim Allen and Liana Gregory, Utah Attorney General's Office
P:\GROUPSW{INERALS\WPM035-Saltlake\S0350034-AltaHelenaMine\final\lrr-O7192007.doc


